


INDAGINE MILANO
- the call -

 
 The IMMERSIONI Festival is a project on new dramaturgy, the outcome of a process of 
coexistence, proximity and open exchange between artists, citizens and the community.

The backbone of the Festival is Indagine Milano, an artistic mapping of the city with a specific 
focus on five of its less central neighborhoods, a true immersion in contact with people and their 
stories, with the aim of returning 5 performative studies that will compose a heterogeneous and 
multiform look at the contemporary Milan.

After the first edition in 2022 - which saw the selected artists work with the communities of the 
Baggio, Calvairate, Niguarda and Lorenteggio/Giambellino neighborhoods - in 2023 we will ask 
the candidates to choose one of the areas among those indicated and to focus specifically on 
certain portions of that area affected by public housing projects (Aler and MM residences) and/
or social housing projects (social housing, cooperatives, subsidized housing), working on the 
possible connection between the communities living there and the social and cultural proximity 
networks.

 



Neighborhoods and contexts*:

Garibaldi (City Hall 1) 
Public Residence Erp MM - via Bergamini, via Laghetto, Via Statuto

Crescenzago** (City Hall 2) 
Urban New Living - Public Residence via Rizzoli

Lambrate** - Ortica (City Hall 3) 
Cohabitat Lambrate - Delta Ecopolis

Rogoredo - Santa Giulia (City Hall 4) 
Housing Social Redo Merezzate - Public Housing via Feltrinelli

Vigentino** (City Hall 5) 
Public Housing MM

Gratosoglio (City Hall 5) 
Public Housing

Stadera (City Hall 5) 
Public Housing (via Barrili 11) 
La Famiglia cooperative (workers’ cooperative consortium)

Barona (Municipality 6) 
Aler and MM Public Residence

Figino (City Hall 7) 
Social Housing Borgo Sostenibile

Trenno** (City Hall 8) 
via Rizzardi 22 MM - via Giorgi (Delta Ecopolis)

Quarto Oggiaro (City Hall 8) 
Aler Public Housing and MM

Affori** (City Hall 9) 
Social Housing Moneta - Abitare cooperative

* Any other public and/or social housing projects other than those cited as examples may be 
identified in the neighborhoods indicated.
** Neighborhoods affected this year by the celebrations of the centenary of their annexation to 
the city of Milan, the initiative ‘From the boroughs to the city, from the city to the neighborhoods’ 
launched by the Municipality of Milan.



The results of the performative studies, outcome of the artistic residencies, will be presented 
from September 6 to 10, 2023 during the IMMERSIONI Festival to be held at the Piccolo Teatro 
in Milan, co-producer together with mare culturale urbano, with the artistic direction of Andrea 
Capaldi.

Starting in 2023, the IMMERSIONI Festival will establish a strong collaboration with the MiX 
LGBTQ+ Film Festival, with whom it shares the need and desire to build a view of the world that is 
increasingly inclusive, multicultural and multi-generational.

Thanks to this important partnership, the IMMERSIONI Festival is enriched by the possibility of 
activating a fifth artistic residency in the Via Padova-Viale Monza-Loreto areas, in order to tackle 
LGBTQ+ culture issues head-on.

Indagine Milano seeks a direct approach with the communities of the city of Milan in order to give 
birth to contemporary dramaturgy texts, an expression of our intangible cultural heritage.

The aim of the project is for the artist to act as a mediator between the citizens and the artistic 
process, bringing them closer and putting them in deep connection with each other, so that 
culture and art become precious tools for metabolizing and reading contemporaneity.

The specific objectives of Indagine Milano are:

• to connect artists with territorial communities;
• to promote an interpretation of territories based on the listening to needs, criticalities and 
opportunities;
• to solicit the active cultural participation of communities, in particular those that are generally 
excluded from it;
• to promote the interweaving of dramaturgical languages based on writing, physical action, 
video/images, music/sound;
• to strengthen the presence of a new generation of artists.



Project promoters and dramaturg tutors

Indagine Milano is promoted by mare culturale urbano with Piccolo Teatro di Milano and the 
collaboration of MIX Festival.

The project also benefits from the participation of 4 dramaturg tutors who will have the task 
of flanking/supporting the work of the selected artists and of helping the artistic direction in 
constructing a complex and articulated mapping and narration where, while maintaining the 
specific identity of each of the 5 performance studios, a common thread can be read that gives 
the spectator and the people involved a unique and multiform artistic picture of the whole.

Artistic director and project manager 
Andrea Capaldi (founder and director of mare culturale urbano)

Artistic supervisor 
Claudio Longhi (director of Piccolo Teatro di Milano)

 The dramaturg tutors are:

Federica Fracassi - A performer sensitive to new dramaturgies, devoted to visionary, 
fierce, classical and contemporary poetic writings, from the outset she has been drawing an 
independent path in the panorama of research theatre. Actress, but also reader, author and editor, 
she is the main player in countless productions of the Teatro i company, founded, together with 
the homonymous space, with Renzo Martinelli.
In theatre she works, among others, with Valerio Binasco, Valter Malosti, Antonio Latella, Motus, 
Luca Micheletti, Sonia Bergamasco, Andrea Chiodi, Veronica Cruciani, Pier Lorenzo Pisano, 
Andrea Baracco. She is the main character in several stage performances dedicated to the 
writing of Antonio Moresco, Massimo Sgorbani, Giovanni Testori, Henrik Ibsen. Among her most 
significant film experiences is her ever-renewed collaboration with maestro Marco Bellocchio. 
She has received numerous awards including: Menzione d’onore and Premio Eleonora Duse, 
Premio Ubu, Maschere del Teatro Italiano and Premio Hystrio 2021 for interpretation.
 
Alessio Maria Romano - Alternating his activity as a pedagogue with a constant study of 
contemporary dance, acting and movement and his own personal choreographic research, 
Alessio Maria Romano is at the same time a Laban/Bartenieff Movement Analyst (C.M.A.) and a 
teacher of physical training and stage movement at the “L. Ronconi” school of the Piccolo Teatro 
in Milan, of which he is also the didactic coordinator. He has taught at the “M. Melato” school of 
the Teatro Stabile of Turin, at the “M. Melato” school of the Teatro Stabile of Genoa and at the “I. 
Gazzerro” school of the E.R.T. Theatre. He participates in the training part of Oriente Occidente 
2022 and 2023 with the BUS STOP project. He is a guest teacher at the EMOVE Laban/ 
Bartenieff Institute in Amsterdam. He has collaborated, for the physical preparation of actors and 



choreographic movements, with directors including Luca Ronconi, Carmelo Rifici, Valter Malosti, 
Andrea De Rosa, Jacopo Gassman, Declan Donnelan, Serena Sinigaglia, Fausto Russo Alesi. 
He choreographs the Nuovo Balletto di Toscana for the opera Fernando Cortez at the Maggio 
Fiorentino. Since 2016 he has been working on his own personal creations such as, Dispersi, 
Chorós, Avida Dollars and most recently Bye Bye that he is taking to the Theatre Biennale 2020.  
He is among the masters invited by Antonio Latella to the 2018 and 2020 Venice Theatre Biennale 
College. He returns to the stage as a performer in Avventure del signor Bonaventura directed 
by Antonio Latella. The project Choròs incontro (work for 50 people) is a guest at the Oriente 
Occidente 2021 festival. He wins the National Critics’ Award (ANCT) 2015 as a theatre pedagogue 
and choreographer. He receives the Silver Lion at the Biennale Teatro 2020.

Nicola Ratti - a versatile musician and sound designer who has been active in various 
experimental fields for years. His sound production creates systems that take shape from 
repetition and dilation, with a particular focus on the construction of environments that gravitate in 
relation to the space and architecture we inhabit, and that challenge the emotional and perceptual 
orientations to which we are accustomed.
As a composer and sound designer, his works traverse different fields; from theater (Silvia Costa, 
Romeo Castellucci, Silvia Gribaudi, Jule Flierl & Irena Tomazin...) to cinema, via performing arts, 
radio works and sound-art. As a musician, he has performed both as a soloist and with the duo 
Bellows in Europe, North America, Russia and Japan and his albums have been released by 
several international labels since 2006. He is a co-founder and member of Standards, a cultural 
center focused on issues concerning the relationship between sound and space, active in Milan 
since 2015.
 
Collettivo Alterazioni Video - is a group of five artists founded in Milan in 2004 and now based 
in New York, Berlin, Faro and Palermo. The members of the group are Paololuca Barbieri Marchi, 
Alberto Caffarelli, Matteo Erenbourg, Andrea Masu and Giacomo Porfiri. Their work has been 
exhibited internationally in museums and art institutions. 
They are also known for creating Incompiuto. For more than 15 years, the art collective Alterazioni 
Video has been investigating the phenomenon of unfinished public works in Italy, documenting 
and mapping more than 750 buildings scattered across the country, works that were never 
completed and therefore had no function, becoming monuments to something that never existed. 
This study led to the definition of a new architectural style: Unfinished. They recently collaborated 
with the famous fashion designer Virgil Abloh, as art directors for Off-White’s fashion show in Paris 
for the 2019 menswear collection, as well as collaborating on works inspired by the Incompiuto 
project presented at the Campoli Presti gallery. 
They have published two books: Turbo Film - the uncertain future of moving images published by 
Lupetti Editore and Incompiuto - la nascita di uno stile published by Humboldt Books.



Actions 

Indagine Milano consists of five actions:

1. The call
The call is addressed to artists and artists’ collectives working on different performance/artistic 
languages, including and preferably contaminated with each other: text writing, physical actions, 
images/video, musical dramaturgy.

A jury composed of the project promoters and the tutors involved will conclude this first phase 
with the selection of 4 artist(s)/and artist collective(s) in combination with the neighborhoods 
chosen from those indicated in the section “neighborhoods and contexts”.
 
1.Bis IMMERSIONS with MIX FESTIVAL
In 2023, thanks to the collaboration with MIX Festival, it is possible to apply for a fifth artistic 
residency in the neighborhoods of Via Padova-Viale Monza-Loreto for artist/s and collectives 
wishing to address the issues of LGBTQ+ culture in a deep and complex way.

The artist will be selected by a jury composed of the promoters of the project and the tutors 
involved, with the collaboration of the artistic direction of the MIX festival, and will have to follow all 
the steps foreseen below for the other selected artists.

2. Immersion / Fieldwork and mentoring
The selected artists will work in their assigned neighborhoods, exclusively in the presence of 
the tutors, in the period between May and July, also benefiting from direct contact with the local 
realities, facilitated by the project promoters, with organizations and institutions operating in 
the identified places. The artists will be supervised by tutors at all stages of their work and will 
also have the opportunity to interact with each other in monthly meetings so as to discuss the 
progress of the overall project.

3. Writing
Between mid-July and the end of August. Starting from the materials collected during the 
fieldwork phase, the writing phase should begin in the different languages chosen by the artists to 
be summarized in an initial unpublished study ready to be presented.

4. The sharing
The 5 performance studies will be presented as a simple “mise en espace” at the Teatro Studio 
Melato - Piccolo Teatro di Milano - between 6 and 10 September, as part of the programme of the 
IMMERSIONI 2023 Festival
The project in collaboration with Mix will also be staged during the MiX LGBTQ+ Film Festival to 
be held at Piccolo Teatro from 28 September to 1 October. 

5. Follow up
The promoters trust in the collaboration of the reference Municipalities for a second public give-
back to be carried out in the territories surveyed.



Timing and details*

1. the call will close at 11.59 p.m. on 2 April 2023;

2. by 17 April 2023 > communication of the names of the 5 selected artists/artist collectives and 
their definitive matching with the chosen Milan district;

3. between 15 May and at least until 14 July 2023 > immersion/field survey in the assigned 
territories. Physical presence is MANDATORY at this stage;

4. by 31 July 2023 > presentation of the first study project to be performed as a simple mise en 
espace at the Teatro Studio Melato - Piccolo Teatro di Milano (the format of this presentation may 
be a text/audio/video file/physical action script/storyboard, in agreement with the Management);

5. from 21 August to 9 September 2023 > conception and rehearsal (in a rehearsal room 
within the spaces of mare culturale urbano) of the first performative study to be presented as a 
simple mise en espace at Teatro Studio Melato - Piccolo Teatro di Milano. Physical presence is 
MANDATORY at this stage at least from 28 August to 5 September 2023;

6. from 6 to 10 September 2023 > presentation of the first performative study as a simple mise 
en espace at Teatro Studio Melato - Piccolo Teatro di Milano. Physical presence is MANDATORY 
at this stage

*The organizer reserves the right to any time slippage from the indicated timeline.
                       



Criteria for project selection 

Preference will be given to the originality of the languages used, their heterogeneity and 
the ability/willingness to make them hybrid; preference will be given to paths that envisage 
imaginative leaps and projections into fantastic futures, as opposed to mappings that are the 
product of an attitude that looks back to the archives and the past; preference will also be given 
to projects in which a great potential for development from the starting path and a vocation for 
inclusion/openness to the communities of reference will be identified.

During the rehearsal phase (from 15 to 31 July and from 21 August to 3 September 2023) 
spaces and basic technology will be made available (basic sound system, lighting set-up and, if 
necessary, projector + screen) according to a calendar of room occupancy coordinated by the 
Management, which will include the possibility of rehearsing in rehearsal rooms made available by 
mare culturale urbano with times and methods to be agreed upon with the Management.

On the day of the first performance rehearsal held at the Teatro Studio Melato as a simple 
“mise en espace”, the artists will have the opportunity to rehearse on stage on the day of the 
performance, with the presence of the Piccolo Teatro di Milano technicians and being able to 
make use of a basic technical sheet, previously shared with the theater’s Technical Management.

For each selected artist/collective of artists/artists there is a research support grant of EUR 
5,000 (five thousand/00), which shall also include any travel/travel, board and lodging expenses.

The contribution is to be considered all-inclusive for all phases and needs of the project and will 
remain unchanged regardless of the number of artists involved in each individual project.

Given past experience, we strongly recommend that the artists applying for the project 
include the presence of a sound engineer in their working group who can follow the various 
stages of the work up to the final staging.

Possible forms of co-production that may enrich the envisaged contribution will be welcome.



How to participate

To participate in the selection you must send an e-mail to indagine.milano@maremilano.org, no 
later than 23:59 on 2 April 2023 specifying in the subject field: call indagine milano 2023*.

 Applicants are requested to send:

 a. a complete and updated curriculum vitae;

 b. a covering letter, of no more than two pages, outlining their project idea around the   
 theme of surveying present-day Milan. The artist’s view of the district selected from those  
 proposed** is  requested, giving full reasons for the choice;

 c. a previous work (a small text of a maximum of 5 pages, a short video, an audio file);

*For candidates applying for the artistic residency in collaboration with the MiX Festival it is 
necessary to write in the subject field of the email the following wording: call indagine milano 2023 
con MiX Festival.
**The neighborhoods Via Padova-Viale Monza-Loreto are meant for the residency in collaboration 
with MiX Festival, the other candidates can choose among the areas indicated in the paragraph “the 
neighborhoods and contexts”.

N.B. The Management reserves the right to propose a different artist/neighborhood combination 
that does not necessarily follow the selected artist’s wishes.

Incomplete submission of the required material will automatically cause the exclusion from the 
selection. Materials should only be sent in digital format PDF, jpeg, mov, mp3/wav

Selected artists will be asked for a declaration of commitment to physically participate in the work 
immersion period from at least 15 May to 14 July 2022 (at least five days out of seven, with at least one 
member of the working group always present on the assigned territory), and to respect the dates of 
delivery of the works and public presentation of the study.

By taking part in this call for proposals, artists give their prior consent to the promoters and organizers of 
the IMMERSIONI Festival to be filmed and photographed during the various stages of the project; such 
footage will be used for promotional and non-commercial dissemination purposes, both on the promoters’ 
and organizers’ own equipment and that of third parties, as well as for the possible production of a 
documentary on the project itself.
 
Applicant artists accept:
 - to comply with all the participation rules of the above-mentioned call;
 - the timetable indicated by the promoters for the staging of the first studio;
 - to respect the safety protocols related to Covid-19.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
The promoters’ choices will be unquestionable and guarantee the maximum protection of all participants.


